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hills, ^ the light  rich  green   of the  vegetation,   the
luxuriance of tree and flower and herbage, made it
resemble more closely the " banks   of  Killarney or
Windermere.    The waters escaping from the Black
Sea, in one part compressed by swelling hillocks to a
breadth of little more than a mile, at another expanding
into a sheet of more than four times that breadth, run
for thirteen miles in a blue flood, like the Rhone as it
issues from the Lake of Geneva, till they mingle with
the Sea of Marmora, passing in their course beautiful
groupings of wood and   dale,   ravine   and   hillside,
covered with the profusest carpeting of leaf and blade.
Kiosk and pleasure-ground, embrasured bastion and
loopholed   curtain,   gay garden, villa,   mosque, and
mansion decorate the banks in unbroken lines from
the foot of the forts which command the entrance up
to the crowning glory of the scene, where the imperial
city of Constantine, rising in many-coloured terraces
from the verge of the Golden Horn, confuses the eye
with masses of foliage, red roofs,  divers-hued walls,
and gables, surmounted by  a frieze of snow-white
minarets with golden summits, and by the symmetrical
sweep of St. Sophia. The hills strike abruptly upwards
to heights varying from 200 feet to 600 feet, and are
bounded at the foot by auays, which run along the
European side, almost witnout interruption from Pera
to Bujukdere, about five miles from the Black Sea.
These quays are also very numerous on the Asiatic
side.

" The villages by the water-side are so close together
that Pera may be said to extend from Tophane to the
forts beyond Bujukdere. The residences of the pashas,
the imperial palaces of the Sultan, and the retreats of
opulence line these favoured shores; and as the
stranger passes on, in steamer or caique, he may catch
a view of some hoary pasha or ex-governor sitting
cross-legged in his garden or verandah, smoking away,
and each looking so like the other that they might all
pass for brothers. The windows of one portion of
these houses are mostly closely latticed and fastened,
but here and there a bright flash of a yellow or red
robe shows the harem is not untenanted. These
dwellings succeed each other the whole length of the